CJI2d 15.14
Leaving the Scene of an Accident 

The defendant is charged with failing to stop after an accident involving [serious impairment of a body function or death / personal injury / property damage].[FN 1] To prove this charge the prosecutor must prove each of the following elements beyond a reasonable doubt:


(1)  First, the defendant was the driver of a motor vehicle.


(2)  Second, the motor vehicle driven by the defendant was involved in an accident.


(3)  Third, the defendant knew or had reason to know that [he / she] had been involved in an accident on a public road or any property open to travel by the public.


(4)  Fourth, that the accident resulted in


[Select (a), (b), or (c) as appropriate.][FN 1]



(a)  serious impairment of a body function or death.[FN 2]



(b)  personal injury to another.



(c)  damage to a vehicle driven or attended by another.


(5)  Fifth, that the defendant failed to immediately stop [his / her] motor vehicle at the scene of the accident in order to render assistance and give information required by law.[FN 3] The requirement that the driver “immediately stop” means that the driver must stop and park the car as soon as practicable and reasonable under the circumstances and without obstructing traffic more than is necessary.

Use Note 


(1)  Select the appropriate phrase to describe the violation alleged: serious impairment of a body function or death, MCL 257.617, a five-year felony; personal injury, MCL 257.617a, a one-year misdemeanor; or damage to an attended vehicle, MCL 257.618, a misdemeanor.


(2)  The definition of “serious impairment of a body function” is at MCL 257.58c. See Use Note to CJI2d 15.12.


(3)  MCL 257.619 describes the information that must be provided and the assistance that must be rendered.
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